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Kaunas Fortresds the remains of a fortress
complex in Kaunas, Lithuania. It was constructed
and renovated between 1882 and 1915 to protect
the Russian Empire's western borders, and was
designated a "firstlass" fortess in 1887Same as
most of military heritage, preservation of Kaunas
Fortress brings up conflicting ideologies when it
comes to discussing Lithuanian patriotic values.
Military heritage is associated with war, death,
loss, and human tragediedt is beleved that
maintenance of foreign heritage can contribute to
the creation of new, tolerant and peaceful
European culture. When local communities clean,
take care and maintain fortresses they create an
emotional connection to the place and in this way
the negative ideological weight of the place is
neutralised, object finishes its military service and
becomes a part of historic architectural heritage.

Information fromoConcept of Kaunas Fortress
Regional Park 2016

VIIl FORTRESS

During 1890 work began on an eighth fort, known
as Linkuva; new construction techniques were
introduced, particularly reinforced concrete.[12]
The Linkuva fort became the most modern
entrenchment, equipped with  electricity,
sewerage, and casemates for arggon of 1,000
personnel Unfortunately today most of the fort is
flooded and in a very poor condition. Kaunas
Fortress association has a vision to develop this
area into a parkvhere different events and artistic
exhibitions could take place. There are plans for
big investments but the main objective is to keep
the territory of the fort safe, clean and accessible
to the public. It is acknowledged that, at the
moment, illegal gardening idoes not have
negative effects but should be legalised and
organsed. We think there should not be any
buildings, tall trees and access to the site should be
made safe.

Information fromoConcept of Kaunas Fortress

Regional Park 2016

SILAINITAI

Construction of Silainiaieighbourhood started in
1984. It is the newest and the biggest housing
estate in the city of Kaunas. This area is dominated
by apartment buildings and is home to 50
thousand people. Area is characterised as a
sleeping neighbourhood because there is &la€
high quality public spaces and other services
needed to have a multifunctional outer city centre.
At the moment estate is receiving more attention
from the city municipality and some of these issues
are being addressed but at the moment the only
non-commercial local community gathering space
is a public library. Seniors have built a strong
community and are initiating many eventsrom
2015 a local artist is developing a creative initiative
called¥ A £ | A y A.IThe facus®fah® Exiivities
is the involvement of different parts of the
community through various creative processes
landscape  exploration walls, photography
workshops, exhibitions, artist residencies, talks and
events in unconventional spaces.
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1900¢ Whn the VIl Fortresswas completed the

surrounding area was dominated by farmland.
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started, farming territoriesnvere reducedand this
led people to rediscover the fortress. Through this
migration fortresspresented the opportunity to
stay connected to nature and food.
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At the moment gardening in this territory is
experiencing crisis which was caused byffeive
sharing of information, lack of communication and
absence of shared vision.

GARDENING IN B8INIAI
Majority of the people who moved in to the new
estate came from small towns or villages where
gardening has always been an inseparable part of
life. Living in an apartment building made people
recognise how much they were missing this activity
that they Idt behind. New comers noticed the fort
territory and even though it was abandonedjn
down and full off bushes andSosnowsky's
hogweedthey started to prepare it for gardening.

People werecontinuously cleaning the territory,
planting trees and establiing community
gardens. Around year 1999 gardens were quite
well established with active community and
community events.

During the years a lot of original gardeners retired
and gardening becamene of the most important
activities during the warm seasonBnfortunately

at the same time there started to appear more
robberies and random destructions. Thisd to
reduced feeling of safety and combined with old
age some gardeners stopped their activities. In the
spring of 2018 there was a try to forbid gardien

in general. During the summer some greenhouses
were burned. Gardening community is feeling
frightened but the wish to work the land stays
strong even though the vision of the fort is unclear.

In the autumn of 2018different stakeholders,
groups and coimunity representatives started the
work on clarifying the vision of the VIl Fortress and
Gardening in the area. Meetings are being held,
gardening history is being written down and plans
to save and support gardening are being drafted.

of gardenbecause its health nd exercise. ltis a
pleasure to enjoy vegetables that | grew myself
¢SNBaTs crT

S

d love land. When it is warm | spend 4 hours
gardening dailyFresh air. There | rest and
recharge. | prolong my life in the garden

SeniorOnac Zita

oHere | can be in nature, listen to singing birds,
watch blooming apple and plum treest and rest
on the grass, talk to my colleague gardeners
Ona, 71 year old
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Battery Urban FarmhNew York City USA

The Batteryis a 10 hgpublic park located at the
southern tip of Manhattan Island in New York City
facing New York Harbour. The park and
surrounding area is named for the artillery
batteries that were positioned there in the city's
early years to protect the settlement behiridem.
The Battery Urban Farm is an educational farm
GKSNE bSg ,2N] [/ AGe&Qa
visitors experience sustainable farming, enjoy
tasting organic fresh foods, and learn
environmental stewardship. The farm was
developed in 2011 by The BatyeConservancy in
response to a request for a vegetable garden by
eight students frormeighbouringMillennium High
School. From those eight students, we now engage
over 5000 students from over 100 schools and
community volunteers who annually grow
thousandsof pounds of vegetables, fruits, herbs,
grains, and flowers.

http://thebattery.org/destinations/urbanfarm/

Lasnaiee Laagna GardehTallinn / Estonia

Lasnaideeassociation is gathering people who
actively want to participate in the creation and
improvement of their living environmentThe
purpose of the organisation is to create high
quality living spaces that are oriented towards
people. Laagna garden is one tfe projects
encouraging people to garden in cities and
especially around apartment building.

https://lasnaidee.ee/laagneaed/

AleksandriCommunityGarden/ Tartu / Estonia

AleksandriCommunity Garden is an example how
we can manage the city in an economic and
communal manner. It is a second project of this
kind realised in the city of Tartu. The first project
was Vaksali Community Garden which purpose was
to show that even if the preict is short term it can
become the centre of community life and inspire
for collaboration. The goal of the organisers is to
create as many of such places in the city of Tartu
as possible.

https://lwww.facebook.com/AleksandriAvatudAed/
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